GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
September 26, 2022
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Special Event Application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K & 5K
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On August 29, 2022 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by six commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (6-0-0) with regard to the abovereferenced matter:
Since April 2018, ANC 2E has expressed concern to the Mayor’s Special Event Task
Group (MSETG) about significant disruption to our community as a result of the
Lawyers Have Heart race. Nonetheless, the ANC has worked with the applicant in an
earnest manner to rectify the significant impacts to our neighborhood from this race.
Actions undertaken include meeting with race organizers, meeting with Metropolitan
Police Department (MPD) Special Operations Division representatives, and receiving
significant promises from organizers which intended to protect the community and were
codified in the ANC’s annual resolutions giving conditional support for the race. The
ANC’s continued support of this race in our neighborhood has been contingent upon race
organizers living up to their promises. These resolutions are attached as reference.
Each year, though, there continued to be issues. That said, ANC 2E has understood and
supported the beneficiary of the race funds and has been patient as organizers promise to
do a better job each year. Unfortunately, the ANC can no longer support this race in our
neighborhood as the organizers continue to disregard the agreements we have made,
particularly with regards to noise in the neighborhood. Issues arising out of the 2022 race
include, but are not limited to:
•

Toilets installed within the Georgetown Waterfront Park around the fountain
where children play with no permits to do so.
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Elizabeth Miller, District 7

•

•
•

Loudspeakers affixed to pillars of the Whitehurst Freeway projecting sound at a
high volume even though the ANC expressly shared our concerns about noise.
One neighbor noted:
o “The sound ricochets from beneath the freeway up into our homes. It is so
loud with my windows closed that I was awakened and could not hear my
radio over the noise. Not only will these have violated noise ordinances in
terms of decibels, it shows a callous disregard for the fact that this is a
heavily residential neighborhood and you have awakened everyone at a
very early hour and disrupted their enjoyment of their homes for hours. I
have several video/audio files to give you a sense of the volume.”
Residents have been blocked from crossing K Street NW to enter Georgetown
Waterfront Park and to access the waterfront for the duration of Water Street and
K Street NW.
Residents were not allowed to drive on Water Street NW to get to or from their
homes, despite repeated promises that an access lane would be made available. As
a result, one building manager shared that an elderly and wheelchair-bound
resident had to be carried across the 34th Street NW pedestrian bridge over the
C&O Canal in order to get a taxi to take him to the airport for a flight. Even when
ANC commissioners personally spoke with race organizers and MPD onsite
during the race, no changes were made.

Residents have simply had enough. ANC 2E supports many races that run through our
neighborhood and none of them cause anywhere near the disruption to our community
that this race causes year in and year out. As a result, the ANC affirmatively resolves to
no longer support this race through our community. Please find another way to raise
money for the American Heart Association. After many years of trying to work together
to improve the conditions for neighbors, the ANC is done. This race needs to run through
a commercial neighborhood where residents will not be disrupted.
Commissioners Lisa Palmer (2E05@anc.dc.gov) and Rick Murphy (2E03@anc.dc.gov) are the
Commission’s representatives in this matter.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Murphy
Chair, ANC 2E
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Attachment A
ANC 2E’s January 31st, 2022 Resolution
Regarding the Special Event Application
for the 2022 Lawyers Have Heart 10K &
5K

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
February 6, 2022
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Special Event Application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K & 5K on Saturday,
June 11th, 2022
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On January 31, 2022 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by six commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (6-0-0) with regard to the abovereferenced matter:
Lawyers Have Heart have agreed to implement the following practices for the 2022 race:
1. Move pre-race check-in off of Water Street NW and onto Washington Harbour
property. The ANC expects that this change will not lead to any discernible
increase in noise for residents living in or around this property.
2. Increase the number and adjust the height of the speakers in order to lower the
sound from each individual speaker and decrease audio vibrations off of the
Whitehurst Freeway.
3. All audio speakers will face south towards the Potomac River.
4. Music on race morning will be turned off should complaints be called in to the
onsite Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) officer.
5. No audio of any kind will take place before 7:00 am, including sound checks.
6. Offer free registrations to the first 100 Georgetown residents who would like to
participate.
7. Provide written details of road closures and access points to ANC 2E to
disseminate to local residents in advance of the race.
8. Install seven blocks of water barricade lanes to provide access to and from
parking garages and residences on the north curb lane of K Street and Water
Street from 29th Street to Potomac Street NW.
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9. MPD will manage the intersections going south from M Street to K Street and
Water Street NW in order to ensure that residents and businesses have access to
their locations via the north curb lane.
10. Traffic control officers will be located at five intersections on M Street NW to
include:
• 29th Street and M Street NW
• 33rd Street and M Street NW
• 34th Street and M Street NW
• Wisconsin Avenue and M Street NW
• Key Bridge and M Street NW
11. The American Heart Association (AHA) is following the guidance of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and appropriate state and local health
departments regarding closures and procedures for large gatherings related to the
coronavirus. Communications will be sent regularly updating participants and
ANC 2E with updated and precautionary measures with regards to COVID-19.
With these alterations to the race in mind and agreed to, ANC 2E agrees to support the
granting of permits for 2022. However, should these modifications either not be
implemented or should the race continue to be disruptive to ANC 2E05, the ANC will not
support the race in 2023.
Commissioners Lisa Palmer (2E05@anc.dc.gov) and Rick Murphy (2E03@anc.dc.gov) are the
Commission’s representatives in this matter.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Murphy
Chair, ANC 2E
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Attachment B
ANC 2E’s January 7th, 2020 Resolution
Regarding the Special Event Application
for the 2020 Lawyers Have Heart 10K &
5K

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
January 20, 2020
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Special Event Application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K and 5K on
Saturday, June 13th, 2020
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On January 7, 2020 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by eight commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (8-0-0) with regard to the abovereferenced matter:
ANC 2E appreciates that the Lawyers Have Heart 10K and 5K has a long history of
successfully raising funds to support the American Heart Association and the ANC
remains grateful for the commitment that the runners make to such an important cause.
However, this race continues to present significant challenges to our community and, as
such, the ANC cannot support the request for the race to be run through ANC 2E once
again this year.
For reference, here is some of the feedback from residents who live west of the race on
Water Street NW after this past year's race:
•

“A way was provided to get OUT of our garage on Water Street, then north on
Potomac and right on Grace to Wisconsin. But there was no way back to our
garage or the Potomac Boat Club. K St. was totally blocked off. And all the tents
and concessions filled K St.”

•

“We were stuck in our garage and couldn't get to Max’s gym class on time and
our maintenance man and crew couldn't get into the building.”

•

“The speakers were really loud and everywhere. I thought it was overkill.”
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•

“The noise from the speaker was unbearably loud and it started at 6:45 and
continued nonstop for several hours. I received numerous complaints from
residents of the Papermill Condo. The sound level was excessive and unbearable
at any time of the day much less that early and showed no consideration of the
community.”

•

“The noise Saturday woke me up at 7 and, as I had earplugs, I thought something
was falling down in my house. Then I thought someone was attacking my door. I
got up and opened the bedroom window to see what was going on and thought
that the loudspeaker may be the police warning residents of some disaster or
evacuation - seriously.”

•

“I hate their microphone - but I was up already so it wasn't as bad as some
years...I hear from people who live far from this area how much good they do, but
when you live here - you have a different reaction.”

ANC 2E has, over the years, made a good faith effort to support this race. ANC 2E05
Commissioner Lisa Palmer has personally spoken to race organizers as well as the
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA) to review concerns
and implement solutions, many of which were specifically laid out in the ANC’s 2019
resolution which is attached to this resolution by reference. Unfortunately, the situation
has not improved. As noted specifically in last year's resolution: "ANC 2E also notes that
should the provisions noted above and implemented in 2018 not be met in 2019, the ANC
will no longer support the granting of permits for this race.”
Many races run through ANC 2E05 but year after year, ANC 2E receives significant
numbers of complaints about this specific race. As a result, ANC 2E no longer supports
the granting of permits for this race in ANC 2E05.
Commissioners Lisa Palmer (2E05@anc.dc.gov) and Rick Murphy (2E03@anc.dc.gov) are the
Commission’s representatives in this matter.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Murphy
Chair, ANC 2E
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Attachment C
ANC 2E’s January 2nd, 2019 Resolution
Regarding the Special Event Application
for the 2019 Lawyers Have Heart 10K &
5K

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
February 4, 2019
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Special Event Application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K and 5K on
Saturday, June 8th, 2019
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On January 2, 2019 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by six commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (6-0-0) with regard to the abovereferenced matter:
ANC 2E had significant concerns about how the Lawyers Have Heart organizers had
operated their race in 2017, noting significant issues related to noise, music, unexpected
road closures, etc. The ANC thanks the organizers for setting aside time for a postmortem
and is pleased that the organizers undertook specific measures to avoid these problems
during the 2018 race. As a recap, in order for ANC 2E to support the Lawyers Have
Heart race, the following must be true:
1. An open lane of access along K Street and Water Street NW must be available for

residents throughout the staging of the race and the duration of the race itself.
Furthermore, Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) contact names will be
provided to residents via ANC 2E. Race organizers will ensure that, should a
resident have a problem getting to or from his or her home, residents may be in
touch with these contacts to ensure that access issues are addressed immediately
by MPD officers and that residents will be allowed to travel freely. At no time
shall residents be denied the ability to enter or exit their blocks.

2. Amplified sound may not begin until after 7:00 am per DC’s noise regulations.

ANC 2E supports no amplified voices or music – whether as a sound check or
otherwise – before this time. Furthermore, per an agreement with race organizers,
the ANC can only be supportive of this race if, as previously agreed to, the
speakers along K Street and Water Street NW are turned towards the water and
COMMISSIONERS:
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not towards K Street and Water Street NW in an attempt to minimize the sound
amplification throughout the area. The ANC appreciates the organizers' continued
promise to review sound levels with the organizers’ sound company and expects
that adequate modifications will continue to be made.
3. ANC 2E also notes that should the provisions noted above and implemented in

2018 not be met in 2019, the ANC will no longer support the granting of permits
for this race.
Commissioners Lisa Palmer (2E05@anc.dc.gov) and Rick Murphy (2E03@anc.dc.gov) are the
Commission’s representatives in this matter.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Murphy
Chair, ANC 2E
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Attachment D
ANC 2E’s April 2nd, 2018 Resolution
Regarding the Special Event Application
for the 2018 Lawyers Have Heart 10K &
5K

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
April 9, 2018
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Special Event Application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K & 5K on Saturday,
June 9th, 2018
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On April 2, 2018 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by seven commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (7-0-0) with regard to the abovereferenced matter:
ANC 2E had significant concerns about how the Lawyers Have Heart event organizers
operated their race last year, noting significant issues related to noise, music, and
unexpected road closures, among other issues. The ANC thanks the organizers for setting
aside time for a debrief and is pleased that the organizers are undertaking specific
measures to avoid the problems encountered during last year’s race. As a recap, ANC 2E
supports the Lawyers Have Heart race, provided that the following are true:
1. An open lane of access along K Street and Water Street NW must be available for
residents throughout the staging of the race and the duration of the race itself.
Furthermore, Metropolitan Police Department contact names will be provided to
residents via ANC 2E. Race organizers will ensure that, should a resident have a
problem getting to or from his or her home, residents may be in touch with these
contacts in order to ensure that access issues are addressed immediately by
Metropolitan Police Department officers and that residents will be allowed to
travel freely. At no time shall residents be denied the ability to enter or exit their
blocks.

COMMISSIONERS:
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Joe Gibbons, District 2
Rick Murphy, District 3
Mara Goldman, District 4
Lisa Palmer, District 5
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Zac Schroepfer, District 8

2. Amplified sound may not begin until after 7:00 am, per DC’s noise ordinance.
ANC 2E does not support any amplified voices or music – whether as a sound
check or otherwise – before this time. Furthermore, per an agreement with event
organizers, ANC 2E can only be supportive of this race if, as previously agreed
to, the speakers along K Street and Water Street NW are turned towards the water
and not towards K Street and Water Street in an attempt to minimize the sound
amplification throughout the area. The ANC appreciates the organizers' promise
to review sound levels with the sound company and expects that adequate changes
will be made.
ANC 2E also notes that, should the provisions noted above not be met in 2018, the ANC
will no longer support the granting of permits for this race.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Gibbons
Chair, ANC 2E
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Attachment E
ANC 2E’s June 29th, 2017 Resolution
Regarding the Special Event Application
for the 2017 Lawyers Have Heart 10K &
5K

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
July 7, 2017
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Force Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Community Feedback Regarding the Special Event Permit for the Lawyers
Have Heart 10K & 5K on June 10th, 2017
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On June 29, 2017 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by seven commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (7-0-0) with regard to the abovereferenced matter:
ANC 2E appreciates the attention that special events bring to our neighborhood, however
we were extremely disappointed by the execution of the recent Lawyers Have Heart 10K
& 5K special event. Per our conversations with event organizers, there was to be an open
lane of access along K Street and Water Street NW for residents to reach their homes
west of Wisconsin Avenue at all times throughout the staging of the race and the duration
of the race itself. This, in fact, did not happen, and residents were denied access to their
homes. Furthermore, contrary to an agreement between race organizers and the ANC,
amplified sound did in fact begin at 6:30 am and continued until at least 7:30 am. This is
the second year in a row where residents were denied access to their homes as a part of
the Lawyers Have Heart 10K & 5K, and as a result, ANC 2E has serious concerns about
the future of this race in our neighborhood.
Furthermore, ANC 2E reminds permit authorizers that well over 1,000 people live in
Georgetown south of M Street NW. Our neighborhood should not be seen as a simple
place to dump these races, the ensuing chaos caused by the races, and the continuing
inconveniences which these races bring. ANC 2E strongly requests that permitting
agencies more closely review the routes for these races as well as the sheer number of
permits granted for such races so that the over 1,000 residents south of M Street NW are
COMMISSIONERS:
Ed Solomon, District 1
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Monica Roaché, District 7
Zac Schroepfer, District 8

not frequently denied access to come and go from their homes on weekend mornings and
that residents can enjoy weekend mornings in their homes as other residents from across
the city do.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Gibbons
Chair, ANC 2E
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Attachment F
ANC 2E’s January 30th, 2017 Resolution
Regarding the Special Event Application
for the 2017 Lawyers Have Heart 10K &
5K

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
February 8, 2017
Ms. Tanya Mitchell
Mayor’s Special Event Task Force Group
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
2720 Martin Luther King Junior Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20032
tanya.mitchell@dc.gov
RE: Special Event Application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K & 5K on June 10,
2017
Dear Ms. Mitchell,
On January 30, 2017 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by eight commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the Commission adopted the following resolution by a vote of (8-0-0) with regard to the above-referenced
matter:
ANC 2E supports the special event application for the Lawyers Have Heart 10K & 5K on
June 10, 2017 with the stipulation that traffic control officers and/or Metropolitan Police
Department officers will allow for westbound traffic on Water Street NW beginning at
Wisconsin Avenue NW and eastbound traffic via Potomac Street NW and Grace Street
NW.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Gibbons
Chair, ANC 2E
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