GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 29th, 2020; 6:30 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Call to Order
Commissioner Rick Murphy called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. Commissioners Joe Gibbons
(2E02), Rick Murphy (2E03), Anna Landre (2E04), Lisa Palmer (2E05), Gwendolyn Lohse (2E06),
Elizabeth Miller (2E07), and Matias Burdman (2E08) were present.
Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the ANC’s June 29th, 2020 Meeting Agenda
Commissioner Palmer moved to approve the ANC’s June 29th, 2020 meeting agenda. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0).
Approval of the ANC’s June 1st, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Commissioner Palmer moved to approve the ANC’s June 1st, 2020 meeting minutes. Commissioner
Lohse seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0).
Administrative
Public Safety and Police Report
Commander Duncan Bedlion and Captain Brian Bray, representatives for the Metropolitan Police
Department’s (MPD) Second District, gave an overview of the recent crime statistics for the neighborhood.
Community Comment
Update from the Mayor’s Office
Anna Noakes, a Ward 2 representative for the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services
(MOCRS), gave an update from the Mayor’s Office.
Update from Councilmember Brooke Pinto
Councilmember Brooke Pinto introduced herself to meeting attendees and gave an update from her
office.
Update from the Georgetown BID
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Jamie Scott, the Director of Planning and Economic Development for the Georgetown BID, gave an
update from the organization.
Update from Georgetown Main Street
Rachel Shank, the Executive Director of Georgetown Main Street, gave an update from the organization.
New Business
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Georgetown’s District Department of Transportation Priorities and the Proposed Closure of Streets in the Neighborhood for Streateries
Commissioner Lohse moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution
reads as follows:
District Department of Transportation (DDOT) Director Jeff Marootian agreed to attend
ANC 2E’s virtual June 2020 meeting. We appreciated his attendance as it has been several
years since DDOT leadership agreed to attend our ANC meeting. Moreover, it was useful to
hear directly from DDOT on potential road and public space permits that will be available
and used by DDOT during the city’s COVID-19 response.
As shared at the meeting, ANC 2E is thankful for the work DDOT has done over the past
year or so specifically around the Georgetown waterfront (placement of needed speed bumps
and bike lanes) and the unexpected road repaving within the ANC. This said, the ANC also
shared with Director Marootian that the ANC is awaiting feedback from DDOT on several
resolutions we issued to DDOT over the past 18 months. Director Marootian stated that no
response was given to the ANC on several of these ANC resolutions as DDOT was unclear
about the ANC’s priorities.
With this letter, ANC 2E resolves to:
● Reiterate our previously stated priorities that are within DDOT’s scope of responsibility.
● Highlight some new but related DDOT-related priorities due to COVID-19.
● Encourage DDOT to review and respond to 3-1-1 caseload requests that are outstanding from the ANC 2E area.
● Consider new ways to inform ANC 2E of upcoming DDOT work within timeframes
that allow us to inform our constituents of the work or be aware of the work before it
begins.
Georgetown is a key hub within Washington, DC. Like DDOT, ANC 2E shares DDOT’s focus on pedestrian safety, reduction in traffic congestion and pollution, and promotion of urban forestry. With these shared goals in mind, we urge DDOT to partner with the ANC on
solutions to the issues we have raised. The ANC would like to have an active partnership between the ANC and DDOT so that the ANC can help support ongoing goals like Vision Zero
and the unique challenges and opportunities brought by COVID-19.
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To assist DDOT with understanding ANC 2E’s detailed rationale behind our below priorities,
an Appendix to this letter provides a non-exhaustive list of the resolutions that the ANC previously issued on these topics.
High-Level Summary of ANC 2E Priorities Communicated to DDOT Pre-COVID
● Dockless vehicle program should include:
○ Capabilities and processes for ANCs and others to provide local input and receive a tailored response.
○ Enforcement of policies and public access to track program and contractor enforcement.
● Historic brick sidewalks in Georgetown need:
○ Overdue repairs in multiple spots in Georgetown using proper materials.
○ A transparent DDOT sidewalk restoration lists that includes brick sidewalks
needing repair due to tree roots.
○ Clarity and enforcement of DDOT policies surrounding tree boxes.
○ DC’s position on protecting our historic area during the installation of new 5G
telecommunication equipment.
● Traffic flow and parking in Georgetown requires:
○ Completion of targeted changes outlined in a 2018 DDOT study including
parklets, better signage, and adjustments to metered parking.
○ Strategic DDOT traffic study that includes people and package delivery.
○ Improvements to road signage in multiple places to protect pedestrian safety.
● Communications:
○ Outreach by DDOT to ANC 2E that makes the ANC aware – within appropriate timeframes – of upcoming road or public space work.
COVID-Related Priorities
● Sidewalk widening for social distancing:
○ Note: See Appendix for ANC 2E resolutions on this priority.
● Creation of temporary streateries and parklets:
○ Due to COVID-19, ANC 2E is concerned for both the public health of those
visiting Georgetown’s commercial area and the economic revitalization of our
retail and commercial area, which was already suffering before COVID-19.
○ During COVID-19, the city and its businesses and residents need to pursue
creative options to maintain safety and employment opportunities. More safe
seating is needed; the use of streets and open areas adjacent to M Street and
Wisconsin Avenue NW could prove very useful. With this is mind, ANC 2E
believes that temporary efforts such as streateries and parklets will play an important role in addressing the above-noted concerns about the Georgetown
commercial area.
○ We ask that DDOT quickly considers applications submitted for streateries
and parklets and conducts outreach to ANC 2E, the Georgetown Business Improvement District (BID), and Georgetown Main Street as DDOT drafts its
application responses. Normal timeframes for review and potential approval
of such unique applications need to be fast tracked due to COVID-19. We
welcome working with DDOT on these expedited processes.
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○ Georgetown-based streateries could be one or several blocks and could be
granted the ability to operate during one or more weekends and weekdays depending of the purpose of the streateries. ANC 2E is open to considering a
range of options.
○ Should DDOT or ANC 2E find that a parklet is being used for overnight
sleeping or should the streateries or parklets cause unintended consequences
which negatively impact resident parking, traffic circulation, safety, trash, rodent infestation, or lack of social distancing, we ask DDOT to work with us to
quickly address these issues with the applicant. Should the applicant be unable
to manage the temporary streatery or parklet, we ask DDOT to quickly shut
down these temporary efforts.
○ ANC 2E understands that any parking spaces that would be utilized for these
parklets are metered and not residential permit parking (RPP) spaces, and that
the majority of the businesses in the area of these parklets have been consulted
and support such installations.
ANC 2E looks forward to working with DDOT on these important efforts.
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Georgetown BID’s DC Commission on the Arts and
Humanities Grant Application for this Year’s Georgetown GLOW Installation
Commissioner Palmer moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution
reads as follows:
ANC 2E works closely with the staff of the Georgetown BID throughout the year on multiple
initiatives for the collective benefit of the Georgetown neighborhood. Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, we have collaborated and frequently communicated with the
Georgetown BID to plan, respond, and keep Georgetown and the public safe.
Tonight, we resolve to support the Georgetown BID’s plan to present a public art program
series in FY 2021, to bring visitors back to Georgetown in a safe manner and experience uplifting art. This includes a scaled-back version of Georgetown GLOW in the winter, and a
new “Summer GLOW” public art experience, in alleys. The BID is thoughtfully implementing social distancing measures and creating an art experience that will be viewable from day
into night in order to reduce the chance for crowds. The ANC also supports the BID’s intention to work primarily with DC or DMV-based artists who have been adversely affected by
the crisis. The BID has thought through contingencies and scenarios for execution that would
be in compliance with the Mayor’s COVID-19 orders and public health guidance, at the time,
and will work with DCCAH.
ANC 2E believes that the BID’s proposed projects will benefit, enrich, and enhance the residential and business community; generate positive awareness for Georgetown; and further
the reputation of Georgetown and the District of Columbia as a community that supports arts
and culture.
Thank you for your time and we encourage you to look favorably upon the Georgetown
BID’s application for a Public Art Building Communities (PABC) FY 2021 grant.
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Consideration of a Resolution Regarding a New Event Timeline for the Marine Corps Marathon on
Sunday, October 25th, 2020
Commissioner Palmer moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0).
Note: The resolution was not submitted due to the subsequent cancellation of the 2020 Marine Corps
Marathon.
Consideration a Resolution Regarding the Proposed Creation of Temporary Construction Entrances
for the MedStar Georgetown University Hospital Construction Project
Commissioner Gibbons moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution
reads as follows:
WHEREAS, ANC 2E understands that MedStar Georgetown University Hospital and Clark
Construction have requested the addition of two temporary construction entrances on the
south side of the 3700 block of Reservoir Road NW, adjacent to the recently constructed “Attenuated Concrete Batch Plant” located on Lot B north of Saint Mary’s Hall and west of the
rear of the 3700 block of Winfield Lane NW in the Cloisters West community,
WHEREAS, the ANC understands that, as part of this request, related construction traffic is
to approach the concrete batch plant from the west and leave the site to the west on Reservoir
Road NW,
WHEREAS, the ANC has the commitment of all parties to utilize two sets of pedestrian and
vehicle flaggers to ensure safe operations and the avoidance of traffic build-up on Reservoir
Road NW,
WHEREAS, the ANC has been provided information from the hospital and Clark Construction that this temporary measure is projected to reduce construction-related traffic on Reservoir Road NW to the project site by 40%, which is equal to approximately 3,450 concrete
ready-mix trucks over the 16 to 18 month duration of the plant’s operation,
WHEREAS, the ANC is in consultation with the Cloisters West HOA and the Georgetown
Community Partnership (GCP) regarding this request, and
WHEREAS, the ANC has attached the Cloisters West HOA board statement regarding this
matter, stating that the HOA supports the hospital and Clark Construction’s request.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2E supports the creation of temporary construction entrances as part of the MedStar Georgetown University Hospital construction project.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2E advises the hospital and Clark Construction to
continue following the GCP construction agreements and the GCP working group procedures.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2E requests that the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) and the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) provides the ANC with a timeline for the temporary construction entrances approval process so
that the ANC remains apprised regarding this matter.
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Issues with DC’s June 2nd, 2020 Primary Election
Commissioner Miller moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution
reads as follows:
ANC 2E Commissioners fielded dozens of complaints regarding both the in-person and mailin absentee voting operational processes for the recent DC primary election.
The June 2nd primary election had massive organizational and structural problems. While
ANC 2E is thankful that the DC Board of Elections has taken stock of all that went wrong
and suggested a thoughtful list of “Next Steps”, including mailing all voters in DC a ballot
for the November election, we are deeply concerned that confidence in the system is tarnished so seriously that a massive public service campaign must be undertaken to restore the
trust of DC voters.
ANC 2E strongly supports:
● An electronic timestamped tracking of responses to requested absentee ballots,
● Mailing ballots to every registered voter in DC,
● Improving and streamlining the ballot tracking system (including a standard letter that
would be sent to voters who request a ballot for a party primary that is not their own
or if they are not registered to vote),
● Opening more voting centers for early voting and voting on Election Day,
● Overhauling and redesigning the materials sent out by the DC Board of Elections to
make them more readable and compelling,
● Having a respected and notable public figure be the face of a TV/radio ad and social
media campaign to educate DC voters on how voting will be conducted this November, and
● Utilizing neighborhood blogs, listservs, NextDoor, community newspapers, ANCs,
and other hyper-local ways of communicating with voters to distribute information.
We urge the DC Board of Elections and the DC Council to work to make these changes and
to implement awareness and education campaigns immediately so that we can give voters
plenty of time to become educated and restore their faith in the election process. The ultimate
goal is to restore confidence and ultimately increase the number of people who vote.
Consideration of a Follow-Up Resolution Regarding the ANC’s Previous Request for Mayor Bowser
to Return Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments to the Office of Planning for Reconsideration
in Light of the Anticipated Impact of the COVID-19 Emergency
Chair Murphy moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner Burdman
seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution reads as follows:
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WHEREAS, the Framework Element of the Comprehensive Plan Amendments (the “Amendments”) submitted by the Office of Planning (“OP”) to the Council of the District of Columbia (the “Council”) makes it clear that the Amendments are fundamentally premised on the
assumption that the rapid growth the District has enjoyed since 2006 will continue unabated,
and that “...the city will continue to grow and capture a larger share of the region’s growth in
the future...”
WHEREAS, in a resolution adopted on June 1, 2020 (the “Resolution”) the members of ANC
2E expressed their belief that the as yet unquantified effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have
rendered the growth assumptions on which the Amendments are based obsolete, and that
those assumptions can no longer provide a reasonable basis for responsible urban planning,
and urged that the Amendments be returned to OP for comprehensive reconsideration once it
is possible to reasonably analyze and predict the impact the pandemic will have on the future
of our city,
WHEREAS, by letter dated June 22, 2020, OP responded to the Resolution with a letter in
which OP stated that “returning the Comp Plan to OP for reconsideration is not a viable next
step”, arguing, without explanation, (1) that OP does not have the necessary budget or staff to
reconsider the Amendments in light of the dramatic change in circumstances, and (2) if the
Amendments are not adopted this year, it will take “five or more years” to update the
Amendments to take into account the impact of the pandemic,
WHEREAS, ANC 2E wholeheartedly supports OP’s goal of affirming our city’s core values
of “equity, health, safety, prosperity, and opportunity” and believes that a goal of assuring
that the city’s Comprehensive Plan is based on sound economic assumptions is in no way inconsistent with a goal of affirming those core values, and
WHEREAS, ANC 2E is not persuaded by OP’s unsupported arguments against reconsideration of the Amendments in light of the change in circumstances. First, given that OP had sufficient budget and staff to prepare the Amendments, the agency must have sufficient resources to undertake the much more discrete task of analyzing the impact the pandemic will
have on the assumptions that underlay the Amendments and reconsidering the Amendments
in light of that impact. Second, OP provides no support for what ANC 2E believes is an unreasonable assertion that if the Amendments are not adopted by the Council this year, the
process of amending the current plan or of adopting a new plan will be delayed by “five (or
more) years.” OP’s alleged inability to function efficiently is not a persuasive argument in
favor of adopting Amendments that are based on flawed and obsolete assumptions.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2E renews its request that the Amendments be
withdrawn from Council consideration and returned to the Office of Planning for reconsideration once it is possible to reasonably analyze and predict the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic will have on the future of our city.
Old Georgetown Board
SMD 2E02 - OG 20-213 (HPA 20-382) 1653 34th Street, NW

Page 7

Commissioner Gibbons moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-1). The resolution
reads as follows:
ANC 2E regrets that the property owners started construction work prior to ANC and Old
Georgetown Board (OGB) review. Illegal construction negatively effects the safety and
quality of life for our residents. The applicant completely dug up the backyard (see below
photos) which necessitated utilizing the time and resources of the Department of Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) to investigate and then issue a Stop Work Order. The
applicant’s cavalier attitude to Georgetown’s procedures of historic preservation, especially
during the COVID-19 pandemic, portends a difficult construction phase (if approved) and
non-adherence to OGB’s long-standing policy of “Any subsequent modifications to the
approved design, including those made during DCRA technical review, must be resubmitted
to the Commission for approval prior to the issuance of a permit.”
With regard to converting a backyard into a parking space, as the elected official whose
jurisdiction encompasses this property and the neighborhood, Commissioner Joe Gibbons
must object to the complete change of the historic characteristics of this Georgetown
property, which has a direct negative impact on the entire Georgetown neighborhood.
Changing or altering roofs, front entrances, windows, and so on will have an impact on our
Georgetown historic characteristics. These types of OGB submissions change the appearance
of the property but not the use of property.
This OGB submission, which is asking OGB to convert a backyard green space into a
parking space, has severe negative consequences for Georgetown. If allowed, it will set a
precedent for all Georgetown backyards. The ability of Georgetowners to relax and enjoy the
outdoors in their private spaces (with the COVID-19 pandemic having limited our options)
will now be subject to their neighbor’s car fumes and noises. Georgetowners’ backyards will
now be subject to water run-offs as parking pads require hardscape surfaces which will
degrade the contiguous neighborhood properties. Georgetown will lose its green and quiet
backyards if this OGB submission is approved. It will turn our neighborhood into parking
lots. In short, this OGB submission is incompatible with the historic district.
The historic Georgetown Dent Place NW alley is one of the largest alleys in Georgetown,
both in area and the number of townhomes that feed into the alley. This OGB submission
will completely change the use of the historic Dent Place NW alley if this backyard is
allowed to become a parking space as a vehicle attempting to park in the backyard will create
traffic congestion spilling onto Dent Place NW. This is because the western ramp to the
historic Dent Place NW alley is very narrow, thus requiring much effort to enter and leave
the converted backyard. The proposed gates are designed not to open into the alley; the gates
nonetheless will become an impediment to the traffic flow and circulation of the historic
Dent Place NW alley. This is due to the fact that the gates must be opened and closed, which
takes time, and the vehicle would thus be parked on the western ingress ramp to the historic
Dent Place NW alley. Furthermore, as maintenance is not subject to ANC or OGB review,
these gates over time will inadvertently swing onto the western ramp of the historic Dent
Place NW alley.
All the homeowners who now follow the time honored tradition of using the western ramp to
enter and the eastern ramp to exit the historic Georgetown Dent Place NW alley might be
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tempted to reverse the configuration. This will lead to devastating and potentially life
threatening situations as our neighborhood children use the recently-repaved historic Dent
Place NW alley to play, and even more so during the COVID-19 pandemic. In fact,
Commissioner Joe Gibbons is currently in discussion with the District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) to add “Children Playing” signage, Metropolitan Police Department
(MPD) security cameras, and a sharply reduced speed zone for the historic Dent Place NW
alley. The alley, because of current events, is now a children’s play area which is respected
by all neighbors.
This OGB submission for converting a green Georgetown backyard into a parking space is
very substantial and will cause exceptional practical difficulties and exceptional and undue
hardship on our historic Georgetown neighborhood. Furthermore, this OGB submission will
cause substantial detriment to the public good and is not consistent with the historic
characteristics of Georgetown.
With regard to extending this townhouse past the neighboring townhouses, if this OGB
submission is approved it will start an arms race for bigger and larger rear additions. This
OGB submission will start the process of destroying the architectural cohesion of townhouse
rows and their historical facades, a defining characteristic of our historic Georgetown.
While this OGB submission may comply with legal setback requirements, a new addition
should respect the setbacks established by the existing buildings on the street. We ask that
OGB examines the below Google Earth photo showing the perfect existing harmony of our
historic Georgetown townhouses.
The historic preservation policy of respecting the alignment of rear additions is critical,
especially with regard to this specific OGB submission, as it can be seen from the historic
Dent Place NW alley. This OGB submission is not compatible with the existing buildings
and its neighbors.
The new homeowners bought this Georgetown townhouse that has immense charm,
architectural beauty, and livability with the theory of “I Love You, You're Perfect, Now
Change.” Therefore, ANC 2E kindly requests that OGB does not approve the parking pad
design and reduces the scale of the rear addition. The ANC does not support this OGB
submission.
Set of photos showing the illegal construction (that led to DCRA issuing a Stop Work Order) and the
proximity to the neighbor’s property:
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Set of drawings showing the contextual relationship to the historic neighborhood:
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Google Earth showing the backyards (not parking pads) and the historic alignment of our Georgetown
townhouses:

SMD 2E02 - OG 20-209 (HPA 20-378) 1659 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
The Commission did not take any action regarding this matter.
SMD 2E03 - OG 20-206 (HPA 20-375) 1431 33rd Street NW
Chair Murphy moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner Burdman
seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution reads as follows:
ANC 2E has longstanding concerns about roof decks in historic Georgetown. However, it appears that this particular roof deck has been on the house for a very long time and may in fact
have predated the enactment of the Old Georgetown Act in 1950. That being the case, ANC
2E would not object to a repair and refurbishment of the existing roof deck but the ANC is
concerned about any changes that have the effect of increasing the size of the roof deck and
increasing the potential for its use by residents that might impact both the feel of the neighborhood and the privacy enjoyed by its neighbors.
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SMD 2E05 - OG 20-217 (HPA 20-386) 1049 30th Street, NW
Commissioner Palmer moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Miller seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution reads
as follows:
ANC 2E welcomes the Eleanor Crook Foundation to Georgetown and thanks them for their
work to end global malnutrition. The ANC supports the applicant’s plans with particular support for the creation of an accessible entrance to the building, drainage improvements, new
landscaping, and a short wall to hide existing patio HVAC equipment.
SMD 2E05 - OG 20-160 (HPA 20-285) 3000 M Street NW
Commissioner Palmer moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution
reads as follows:
ANC 2E appreciates the alterations made to the set of plans for this project. Once again the
ANC will leave height and massing to the Old Georgetown Board but we would like to take
this opportunity to reiterate two concerns that we shared during the last presentation, particularly where design, zoning, and usage intersect. First is a concern about a roof deck / amenity
area. The ANC would like to ensure that it is designed and built to contain noise, especially
music, and are uncomfortable with moving forward any plans that do not contemplate how
the roof will be designed to protect the peace, order, and quiet in the neighborhood, particularly in the evenings.
Second, the ANC wants to ensure that an adequate plan is in place to ensure that cars dropping off and picking up guests do not cause traffic issues on the block, particularly considering the plans for building in the alley across the street. While the ANC knows this will be
part of a zoning conversation, there are design considerations that we would like to continue
to see incorporated into the plans prior to moving forward.
SMD 2E06 - OG 20-192 (HPA 20-358) 2715 M Street, NW
Commissioner Lohse moved to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the matter. Commissioner
Burdman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). The resolution
reads as follows:
After proactively reaching out to the applicant, ANC 2E understands that the application is
for three new 5G equipment towers that will be placed on the applicant’s roof. Per earlier resolutions passed by the ANC, any application for new 5G equipment being submitted to the
ANC should specifically state that the application is for 5G. The ANC requests that 5G is
clearly referenced given both the untested public health impact of 5G and the lack of final
city policy regarding 5G placement and approval in historic Georgetown.
ANC 2E asks that this application be resubmitted to specifically call out that the application
is for 5G equipment. Neighbor notifications should then occur to ensure that nearby neighbors have no health or line of sight concerns that they would want to share with the ANC.
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Adjournment
Chair Murphy adjourned the meeting at 9:58 pm.

Page 14

