GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
July 3, 2018
Mr. H. Alan Brangman, Chairman, and Members of the Board
Old Georgetown Board
401 F Street NW, Suite 312
Washington, DC 20001
Dear Chairman Brangman and Members of the Board:
On July 2, 2018 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by five commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following positions on matters scheduled for consideration by the Old
Georgetown Board on July 5, 2018:
With regard to SMD 2E03 - OG 18-267 (HPA 18-489) 3210 Volta Place, NW:
ANC 2E does not support this concept design, which proposes for a large rear outdoor staircase
to be constructed on the western property line that will also act like a rear deck. The ANC
believes that the rear outdoor staircase does not represent any characteristics of historic
Georgetown. Additionally, the ANC was not presented with any reasons that the applicant needs
to have this large rear outdoor staircase.
ANC 2E also does not support the proposal for a new large rear deck addition to be constructed
on the first floor of the building. The ANC has serious architectural concerns about the
appropriateness of this large rear deck given the fact that the applicant’s townhouse is identical
to the next door townhouse.
ANC 2E also does not support the proposal for a substantial increase to the second floor rear
windows and the creation of a terrace projection.
ANC 2E believes that these three elements in the concept design are out of character for historic
Georgetown’s rear yards and will be an unnecessary intrusion into the privacy and enjoyment of
the neighborhood. Additionally, the ANC finds that the three elements will potentially serve as
an unwelcome precedent that would turn Georgetown’s backyards into Wrigley Field bleacher
sections. The ANC believes that the three elements, if approved by the Old Georgetown Board,
will be the start of an arms race to build the most suburban-style decks in Georgetown. Lastly,
the ANC finds that the three elements are not in keeping with the historic character of
Georgetown.
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ANC 2E has serious concerns regarding the proposed construction of a backyard parking pad,
which would use a very narrow public alley for access. The ANC notes that the applicant also
shares rear egress with the contiguous neighbor’s driveway, which thus necessitates a careful
water runoff landscaping design and the judicious use of hardscaping materials. The ANC further
notes that the applicant’s property is severely sloped and therefore a thoughtful and holistic rear
yard landscaping plan needs to be vetted by the community.
ANC 2E does not this concept design based on the many serious issues.
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With regard to SMD 2E05 - OG 18-244 (HPA 18-449) 3150 M Street, NW:
ANC 2E does not support the concept of adding bike racks to the proposed locations noted in
OG 18-244. This is already a highly congested location for pedestrians. The ANC notes that
there are times when pedestrians are queuing as far from the corner as, at least, the northernmost
bike rack that is proposed to be installed.
ANC 2E believes that the addition of bike racks in this location will, from an aesthetic
perspective, lead to a more cluttered experience on the corner and from a safety perspective, will
lead to additional overcrowding on a corner where pedestrians, at times, already queue on the
street waiting to cross the street.
With regard to SMD 2E05 - OG 18-242 (HPA 18-442) 1069 Wisconsin Avenue, NW:
ANC 2E requests that the Old Georgetown Board determines whether or not the proposed
signage is appropriate for the Georgetown Historic District.
With regard to SMD 2E06 - OG 18-272 (HPA 18-494) 1228 27th Street, NW:
This application proposes to substantially enlarge windows on the second floor of the existing
building. ANC 2E requests that the Old Georgetown Board considers whether the nature of the
changes to the existing façade is appropriate in the Georgetown Historic District.
With regard to SMD 2E06 - OG 18-257 (HPA 18-479) 2706 Olive Street, NW:
This application concerns an iconic residence in Georgetown: the former residence of legendary
cook Julia Child. The applicant submitted a previous application to restore the existing building,
and concept approval was granted per supplemental drawings submitted on April 20, 2017.
Those drawings did include removing an existing shed addition and adding a new addition to the
same footprint, as well as replacing doors and some deteriorated windows and siding. Since then
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it appears that the roof may have not been properly maintained, resulting in water damage, and
the interior has essentially been gutted.
Through this application, the owner is seeking to revise the previously-permitted construction
permits, which indicated the definite areas of siding and trim replacement and would have
resulted in restoration instead of essentially seeking to remove all siding, trim, windows, doors,
or the roof, leaving only a framing skeleton. Under these circumstances, and at a minimum, the
Secretary of the Interior’s standards and guidelines for roof construction should be strictly
applied to reconstruct the appearance of this property as it was built by a freed slave and later
occupied and renovated by Julia and her husband Paul Child. Among other things, salvageable
wood should be conserved to the greatest extent possible. The permit set should document what
is salvageable and ensure how such conservation will be achieved, and it should require the
painted metal roof to be replaced with suitable compatible material.
The application as submitted should be denied.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Gibbons
Chair, ANC 2E
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