GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E
Representing the communities of Burleith, Georgetown, and Hillandale
3265 S Street, NW • Washington, DC 20007
(202) 724-7098 • anc2e@dc.gov
July 2, 2020
Mr. H. Alan Brangman, Chairman, and Members of the Board
Old Georgetown Board
401 F Street NW, Suite 312
Washington, DC 20001
Dear Chairman Brangman and Members of the Board:
On June 29, 2020 ANC 2E held its regularly scheduled public meeting, which was properly
noticed and attended by seven commissioners, constituting a quorum. At this meeting the
Commission adopted the following positions on matters scheduled for consideration by the Old
Georgetown Board on July 2, 2020:
With regard to SMD 2E02 - OG 20-213 (HPA 20-382) 1653 34th Street, NW:
ANC 2E regrets that the property owners started construction work prior to ANC and Old
Georgetown Board (OGB) review. Illegal construction negatively effects the safety and quality
of life for our residents. The applicant completely dug up the backyard (see below photos) which
necessitated utilizing the time and resources of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory
Affairs (DCRA) to investigate and then issue a Stop Work Order. The applicant’s cavalier
attitude to Georgetown’s procedures of historic preservation, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic, portends a difficult construction phase (if approved) and non-adherence to OGB’s
long-standing policy of “Any subsequent modifications to the approved design, including those
made during DCRA technical review, must be resubmitted to the Commission for approval prior
to the issuance of a permit.”
With regard to converting a backyard into a parking space, as the elected official whose
jurisdiction encompasses this property and the neighborhood, Commissioner Joe Gibbons must
object to the complete change of the historic characteristics of this Georgetown property, which
has a direct negative impact on the entire Georgetown neighborhood. Changing or altering roofs,
front entrances, windows, and so on will have an impact on our Georgetown historic
characteristics. These types of OGB submissions change the appearance of the property but not
the use of property.
This OGB submission, which is asking OGB to convert a backyard green space into a parking
space, has severe negative consequences for Georgetown. If allowed, it will set a precedent for
all Georgetown backyards. The ability of Georgetowners to relax and enjoy the outdoors in their
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private spaces (with the COVID-19 pandemic having limited our options) will now be subject to
their neighbor’s car fumes and noises. Georgetowners’ backyards will now be subject to water
run-offs as parking pads require hardscape surfaces which will degrade the contiguous
neighborhood properties. Georgetown will lose its green and quiet backyards if this OGB
submission is approved. It will turn our neighborhood into parking lots. In short, this OGB
submission is incompatible with the historic district.
The historic Georgetown Dent Place NW alley is one of the largest alleys in Georgetown, both in
area and the number of townhomes that feed into the alley. This OGB submission will
completely change the use of the historic Dent Place NW alley if this backyard is allowed to
become a parking space as a vehicle attempting to park in the backyard will create traffic
congestion spilling onto Dent Place NW. This is because the western ramp to the historic Dent
Place NW alley is very narrow, thus requiring much effort to enter and leave the converted
backyard. The proposed gates are designed not to open into the alley; the gates nonetheless will
become an impediment to the traffic flow and circulation of the historic Dent Place NW alley.
This is due to the fact that the gates must be opened and closed, which takes time, and the
vehicle would thus be parked on the western ingress ramp to the historic Dent Place NW alley.
Furthermore, as maintenance is not subject to ANC or OGB review, these gates over time will
inadvertently swing onto the western ramp of the historic Dent Place NW alley.
All the homeowners who now follow the time honored tradition of using the western ramp to
enter and the eastern ramp to exit the historic Georgetown Dent Place NW alley might be
tempted to reverse the configuration. This will lead to devastating and potentially life threatening
situations as our neighborhood children use the recently-repaved historic Dent Place NW alley to
play, and even more so during the COVID-19 pandemic. In fact, Commissioner Joe Gibbons is
currently in discussion with the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) to add “Children
Playing” signage, Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) security cameras, and a sharply
reduced speed zone for the historic Dent Place NW alley. The alley, because of current events, is
now a children’s play area which is respected by all neighbors.
This OGB submission for converting a green Georgetown backyard into a parking space is very
substantial and will cause exceptional practical difficulties and exceptional and undue hardship
on our historic Georgetown neighborhood. Furthermore, this OGB submission will cause
substantial detriment to the public good and is not consistent with the historic characteristics of
Georgetown.
With regard to extending this townhouse past the neighboring townhouses, if this OGB
submission is approved it will start an arms race for bigger and larger rear additions. This OGB
submission will start the process of destroying the architectural cohesion of townhouse rows and
their historical facades, a defining characteristic of our historic Georgetown.
While this OGB submission may comply with legal setback requirements, a new addition should
respect the setbacks established by the existing buildings on the street. We ask that OGB
examines the below Google Earth photo showing the perfect existing harmony of our historic
Georgetown townhouses.
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The historic preservation policy of respecting the alignment of rear additions is critical,
especially with regard to this specific OGB submission, as it can be seen from the historic Dent
Place NW alley. This OGB submission is not compatible with the existing buildings and its
neighbors.
The new homeowners bought this Georgetown townhouse that has immense charm, architectural
beauty, and livability with the theory of “I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change.” Therefore,
ANC 2E kindly requests that OGB does not approve the parking pad design and reduces the
scale of the rear addition. The ANC does not support this OGB submission.
Set of photos showing the illegal construction (that led to DCRA issuing a Stop Work Order) and the
proximity to the neighbor’s property:
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Set of drawings showing the contextual relationship to the historic neighborhood:
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Google Earth showing the backyards (not parking pads) and the historic alignment of our Georgetown
townhouses:
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With regard to SMD 2E03 - OG 20-206 (HPA 20-375) 1431 33rd Street NW:
ANC 2E has longstanding concerns about roof decks in historic Georgetown. However, it
appears that this particular roof deck has been on the house for a very long time and may in fact
have predated the enactment of the Old Georgetown Act in 1950. That being the case, ANC 2E
would not object to a repair and refurbishment of the existing roof deck but the ANC is
concerned about any changes that have the effect of increasing the size of the roof deck and
increasing the potential for its use by residents that might impact both the feel of the
neighborhood and the privacy enjoyed by its neighbors.
With regard to SMD 2E05 - OG 20-217 (HPA 20-386) 1049 30th Street NW:
ANC 2E welcomes the Eleanor Crook Foundation to Georgetown and thanks them for their work
to end global malnutrition. The ANC supports the applicant’s plans with particular support for
the creation of an accessible entrance to the building, drainage improvements, new landscaping,
and a short wall to hide existing patio HVAC equipment.
With regard to SMD 2E05 - OG 20-160 (HPA 20-285) 3000 M Street NW:
ANC 2E appreciates the alterations made to the set of plans for this project. Once again the ANC
will leave height and massing to the Old Georgetown Board but we would like to take this
opportunity to reiterate two concerns that we shared during the last presentation, particularly
where design, zoning, and usage intersect. First is a concern about a roof deck / amenity area.
The ANC would like to ensure that it is designed and built to contain noise, especially music,
and are uncomfortable with moving forward any plans that do not contemplate how the roof will
be designed to protect the peace, order, and quiet in the neighborhood, particularly in the
evenings.
Second, the ANC wants to ensure that an adequate plan is in place to ensure that cars dropping
off and picking up guests do not cause traffic issues on the block, particularly considering the
plans for building in the alley across the street. While the ANC knows this will be part of a
zoning conversation, there are design considerations that we would like to continue to see
incorporated into the plans prior to moving forward.
With regard to SMD 2E06 - OG 20-192 (HPA 20-358) 2715 M Street NW:
After proactively reaching out to the applicant, ANC 2E understands that the application is for
three new 5G equipment towers that will be placed on the applicant’s roof. Per earlier resolutions
passed by the ANC, any application for new 5G equipment being submitted to the ANC should
specifically state that the application is for 5G. The ANC requests that 5G is clearly referenced
given both the untested public health impact of 5G and the lack of final city policy regarding 5G
placement and approval in historic Georgetown.
ANC 2E asks that this application be resubmitted to specifically call out that the application is
for 5G equipment. Neighbor notifications should then occur to ensure that nearby neighbors have
no health or line of sight concerns that they would want to share with the ANC.
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Respectfully submitted,

Rick Murphy
Chair, ANC 2E
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